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 January 2023 

 DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 January 3:  Back to School from Holiday Break 
 January 5:  School Board Meeting 4:30pm 
 January 10:  South Hampton Budget Committee 

 Public Hearing on School Budget 7:00pm 
 January 12:  PTA meeting 7:00pm 
 January 16:  No School MLK/Civil Rights Day 
 January 18:  Barnard School Spelling Bee 12:30pm 
 January 18:  8th Grade Field Trip Meeting 6:00pm 
 January 20:  Grade 5-8 Winter Dance 6:30-8:30pm 
 February 1:  Early Release Day Dismissal 11:55am 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences 12:30-3:30 
 February 2:  Parent Teacher Conferences 3:00-6:00 

 Dear Barnard Families, 

 I hope you all enjoyed the holiday break and you 
 are ready for the new year.  We are looking forward 
 to a new year of learning and growing as we finish 
 out the second half of the school year. 

 Students have returned to school following their 
 holiday break with a continued focus on kindness. 
 As part of our school’s SEL initiative, students have 
 been working on behavioral strategies that promote 
 kindness, positivity and inclusivity.  Last month’s 
 theme was  Listening Matters.  Students learned 
 about the importance of  listening without 
 judgment, criticism or interruption, while being 
 aware of their internal thoughts and reactions.  This 
 month, students will focus on  Actions Matter. 
 Students will be asked to be cognizant of their 
 actions and to express kindness not only in words 
 but in their actions.  They will learn that words are 
 meaningless without the follow-through with their 
 actions. 

 As we start the new year, students will begin to 
 focus more on learning habits such as 
 collaboration, communication, innovation, 
 self-direction, critical thinking,  and 

 problem-solving. Habits of learning are skills that 
 all students need to be successful learners, and they 
 are critical for preparing our students for their 
 future.    In our ever-changing world, we are 
 uncertain what jobs will look like for our students 
 in the future.  We know that many of the jobs that 
 our students will eventually obtain do not even exist 
 yet, but what we do know is that these jobs will 
 require these important habits.  Teachers have 
 implemented daily practices that require students 
 to self-assess their habits, create goals and 
 intentionally work on these skills in and out of 
 school.  Ask your child what their goals are! 

 Our School Newspaper Club has been working hard 
 to publish their first edition of the  Barnard 
 Banner  .  Twenty-two (22) fifth-eighth grade 
 students joined the new newspaper club this year. 
 Students in grades 3-4 will be invited to submit 
 articles for the newspaper as contributing editors, 
 as well.  Be on the lookout for the first edition in the 
 coming weeks! 

 All 5th-8th graders participated in a school-wide 
 spelling bee in December.  The top twelve (12) 
 spellers will participate in the Barnard School 
 Spelling Bee finals on January 18 at 12:30pm.  A 
 winner will be announced on this date and will 
 represent Barnard  School in the state finals. 

 The Student Council will be holding their  Winter 
 Wonderland Dance  on January 20th.  Students in 
 grades 5-8 are invited to attend.  The dance will 
 take place from 6:30-8:30 in the school 
 gymnasium.  Students are looking forward to this 
 event! 

 Parent-teacher conferences will be held on 
 February 1st from 12:30-3:30, and February 2nd 
 from 3:00-6:00.  Teachers will be sending out 
 Sign-Up Genius’ mid-January for you to sign up for 
 a time slot that works best for your family.  They 
 look forward to discussing your childrens’ learning 
 with you. 

 On behalf of the Barnard School staff, we wish you 
 a happy and healthy new year!  We are thankful for 
 your continued support and look forward to a new 
 year with your children. 

 Sincerely, 

 Michelle Witt, Principal 



 Spanish News 
 In all levels of Spanish, students have been doing 
 a good job combining a variety of words and 
 phrases. The 8th graders have been focusing on 
 some challenging Spanish verbs and grammar in 
 preparation for upcoming speaking and writing 
 assignments. The 6th and 7th graders continue 
 their big unit on describing family members. 
 Grades 4-5 have been working with our 
 song-based Spanish learning program, 
 Rockalingua, to understand a long story set to 
 music. Grades 2-3 has been learning words for 
 body parts through stories, games, and videos. 
 Our youngest students in the K-1 class are 
 learning a variety of basic vocabulary such as 
 big, small, up, and down through stories and fun 
 movement activities. 

 Holiday Hair Day 

 PTA News 
 Thank you to the PTA for a fun Holiday Shop event. 
 The students really enjoyed shopping! 

 Next PTA meeting will be January 12 at 7:00pm 
 at Barnard School.  Please consider joining the 
 group for the new year! 

 Follow Us! 

 Follow us on Facebook: Barnard School 
 (look for the Hawk logo) 

 Follow us on Twitter: @Barnardschool 

 Special Services 
 MEET OUR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 TEACHERS/CASE MANAGERS! 
 Students with educational disabilities are general 
 education students first; they receive most of their 
 instruction in the general education classroom with 
 their classroom teachers. However, at times, these 
 students leave the classroom to receive instruction 
 based upon their individual needs. Special education 
 case managers/teachers are in charge of this service 
 delivery.  These staff members are well versed in 
 special education law and process and are also 
 charged with being both great advocates and great 
 instructors for their students.  At Barnard School we 
 are lucky to have two people who serve in this 
 capacity: Mrs. Haley Wright and Ms. Kathleen Clark. 

 Haley Wright 
 This marks my seventh year in the field of special 
 education and my sixth year at Barnard School. I am 

 dually certified with a Masters of 
 Education in Special Education and 
 Elementary Education. I love to 
 read, hike, run (when I have the 
 time), spend time with family and 
 friends, and cook. I like getting to 
 know my students and spending 
 time with them as they grow as 
 learners.  Getting to share my love 

 of learning with my students is special to me as I get 
 to show them they can be  lifelong learners! 

 Kathleen Clark 
 This is my first year teaching at Barnard School but I 
 have been a teacher for ten years; teaching is a second 
 career for me.  I love working with children and 
 creating fun and engaging lessons so that each student 

 can learn in their own way.  It's a 
 great feeling when my students 
 are excited to work with me and 
 there's nothing better than seeing 
 that lightbulb go off in a 
 student's head.  I live in 
 Kensington, NH and have one 
 awesome son who is 23.  I like 

 art, viewing it and creating it, hiking, and I also enjoy 
 time at the beach.  I'm very happy to be here! 


